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Notes from the ChairÕs Desk  
 
The academic year 2017-18 has been quite exciting and  
productive in a number of ways. First, I am delighted to  
report the establishment of new Shrimad Rajchandra  
Endowed Chair in Jain Studies. The signing of Memorandum  
of Understanding Regarding Endowed Chair Fund by and  
among Dr. Rushabh Jaswant Modi, Mr. and Mrs. Mahesh  
and Usha Wadher (The Wadher family Foundation), The U.C.  
Riverside Foundation and The Regents of the University of  
California,  took place in a colorful function at UCR Alumni &  
Visitors Center on February 17, 2018, attended by Chancellor  
Kim Wilcox, College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences  
Dean Milagros "Milly" Pe–a, faculty members and the  
members of Jain community. Please see the cover photograph  
and many other images of this issue that rightly capture  
the exciting growth our Department is undergoing.  
 
Second, during this year we were able to recruit successfully  
a new faculty to the position of Shrimad Rajchandra Endowed Chair in Jain Studies. We are pleased to welcome Dr. Ana 
Bajzelj to our department and look forward to many years of collaboration with her. The presence of Jain studies in our 
curriculum will certainly enrich diversity in our teaching and research. 
 
Third, the curriculum of our Undergraduate Program in Religious Studies has been revised under the guidance of our 
Undergraduate Advisor Dr. Amanda Lucia. This was done in the light of the recommendations of the external review of 
our Undergraduate Program in the last year. It is extremely important from academic perspective to keep pace with new 
developments in the field of religious studies. 

Fourth, under the leadership of Professor Melissa Wilcox our Graduate Affairs Committee has revisited the curriculum 
of our graduate program and has redesigned its focus in terms of different tracks in research. The revised graduate 
curriculum is currently undergoing review process.    

Finally, I would like to reiterate our commitment to our pedagogical work toward meeting the curricular needs of our 
graduate and undergraduate students in the coming years. We have much to celebrate in terms of the success of our 
faculty in winning research grants to reflect their productive research trajectory. Our colloquium series has been a great 
success. We are also grateful to our donors for supporting our department.  

 

Pashaura Singh 
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ÒRare and valuable 
oppo rtunity to 

expand my critical 
thinking about the 

transmission of 
Buddhist knowledge 

in Inner AsiaÓ  
 
-Steven Quach, UCR  
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ÒI feel extremely 
privileged to have 

participated in such 
a unique workshop 

and I learned a great 
deal from these 

esteemed scholars. Ó 
 
-Elizabeth Miller , UCR  
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ÒThe presence of  
Jain studies in 
our curriculum 
will certainly 
enrich diversity 
in our teaching 
and research. Ó 

 
 
-Dr.  Pashaura Singh, 
Department of 
Religious Studies 
Chair, U CR  
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ÒWe were excited to 
receive four strong 
submissions this 
year, so selecting 

the winner was both 
a challenge and a 

joy !Ó 
 
-Dr.  Melissa Wilcox, 
Holstein Family and 
Community Chair, UCR   
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95&B$./$()D!!P'$+'!)+!)A.)!4$.#.!E+'T&2!,+'!"-!1$%&'($2&!I&)E&&#!,'+6!:;;; ><;!E$)A$#!)A&!!
!

9)82&#)!L,,.$'(!.'&#.D!!Q&!E$//!#+E!I&7$#!)+!'&B'8$)!,+'!)A&!P.*'+//mLBB+8#)$#7!
95&B$./$()!5+($)$+#D!
!

L/(+0!.)!)A$(!)$6&0!E&!E.#)!)+!E$(A!-&/&()&!@+E#(&#2!)A&!I&()!.(!(A&!I&7$#(!A&'!#&E!
5+($)$+#!.(!K#)&'$6!P'&($2&#)!,+'!)A&!-./$,+'#$.!K#2$.#!a.)$+#(!-+//&7&!X-Ka-[!!.#2!)A.#T!
A&'!,+'!B+#)$#8$#7!)+!A&/5!+8)!8#)$/!)A&!.I+%&!'&B'8$)6&#)!B+8/2!I&!B+#B/82&2D!

!

L(!+,!H8#&!:?)A0!+8'!G#'+//6&#)!U.#.7&'0!@'$B$.!96$)A0!A.(!'&)$'&2D!Q&!E$(A!@'$B$.!.!
E+#2&',8/!.#2!A.55*!'&)$'&6&#)D!!
!

Q &!A.%&!A$'&2!.!#&E!5&'(+#0!A&'!#.6&!$(!L7#&(!l&&!.#2!(A&!E$//!().')!+#!H8/*!O)A0!I8)!
8#)$/!(A&!$(!)'.$#&2!.#2!85!)+!(5&&2!+#!(BA&28/$#7!$#!M.##&'D!L7#&(!l&&!$(!.!"-1!./86!
EA+!7'. 28.)&2!E$)A!.!ML!$#!P+/$)$B./!9B$&#B&!$#!:;<cD!P'$+'!)+!A&'!B+6$#7!+#!)+!)A&!

G#'+//6&#)!U.#.7&6&#)!P+($)$+#!(A&!E.(!E+'T$#7!.)!-:!G28B.)$+#!$#!
4$.6+#2!M.'!.(!)A&!-&#)&'!4$'&B)+'!,+'!c!*&.'(D !
!

K#!+)A&'!&RB$)$#7!#&E(0!)A&!U8/)$2$(B$5/$#.'*!"#$)!().,,!E&'&!)A&!E$##&'(!
+,!)A&!:;<=>:;<?!9).,,!L((&6I/*!-+()86&!-+#)&()!E$)A!)A&$'!)A&6&!
YL/$By.!$#!Q+#2&'/.#2DZ!!@A&$'!)A&6&!&%&#!$#(5$'&2!)A&!U.2!\.))&'!
)A&6&!,+'!)A&!9).,,!L((&6I/*!4&B&6I&'!-&/&I'.)$+#D !!
!

@A$(!(BA++/!*&.'!A.(!I&&#!7'&.)0!.#2!E&!A+5&!)A.)!E&!A.%&!.!E+#2&',8/!
:;<? >:;<O!(BA++/!*&.'D!

1&5+')!I*! 1*.#!U.'$. #+!
!

!

!

!

R3275!?K*,*!
(5L*);@5/;2S !

(7*/*!:*))3T +U/ !
(5L*);@5/;2S !

G)A#$B!9)82$&(! U&2$.!n!-8/)8'./!9)82$&(!

^&#2&'!n!9&R8./$)*!9)82$&(! 1&/$7$+8(!9)82$&(!

")30)*@2S! ")30)*@2S!

l.)$#!L6&'$B.#!9)82$&(! L($.#!9)82$&(!

l &(I$.#0!̂ .*0!M$(&R8./0!K#)&'(&R8./0!.#2!! ^/+I./!9)82$&(!

!!!!!!!@'.#(7&#2&'!9)82$&(! l.I+'!9)82$&( !
l$I&'./!9)82$&(mK#)&'2$(B$5/$#.'*!9)82$&(! U$22/&!G.()&'#!n!K(/.6$B!9)82$&(!

9+8)A&.()!L($.#!9)82$&(! P&.B&!.#2!-+#,/$B)!9)82$&(!
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2018 Awards and Graduates  
!

!

GA<7/!>$!#*+2;*A!?<*)A k!U.'T!L#)A+#*!P$(A.* !

!

O*)J*)*!*/A!(3/*,A!(3//5)!G22*K!?<*)A k!U.'7.'&)!^.'2#&' !

!

?8.75D5@5/;!?<*)A k!G66.! a$B+/&!9A&'E++2!

!

G/83+)*05@5/;!?<*)A k!KI'.A$6!U+A.6 6.2!@.I&/ !

!

F3,2;57/!-.*7)!U/A5)0)*A+*;5! ?<*)A k!L/%.'+!4.#$&/!-8I$2&(!!

!

F3,2;57/!#)*A+*;5!" )7P5!7/!C5,7073/!*/A!>387*,!R+2;785k!\.##.A!U.#(A&/ !

!

R+/5!V1-3//3)!V+;2;*/A7/0!N5*8.7/0!?2272;*/;!?<*)A k!a.)A.#!Q+6.BT !

!

C5,7073+2!>;+A752!#)*A+*;5!>5)D785!?<*)Ak!V.)A'*#!PA$//$5(!

 

 

:*M3)2 ! ! ! ! ! :7/3)2 !

! L'&%./+0!M&%&'/*!l*##! ! ! 4$BT&#(+#0!-./%$#!M&#F.6$#!

^.'B$.0!K%&))&!LI$7.$/! ! ! 9$#7A0!L.(A#.!

g_8#.0!^$(&//&! ! ! ! @&(6&'0!L7.)A.!L2.!

! P$(A.*0!U.'T!L#)A+#*!

! 9A&'E++20!G66.!a$B+/&! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! PA4!-.#2$2.B*!

:*2;5)2 ! ! ! ! ! G.'/(0!H+(A8.!

G/>q.B+8I$0!\.((.#.A ! ! ! G/>q.B+8I$0!\.((.#.A !

PA$//$5(0!V.)A'*#!! ! ! ! PA$//$5(0!V.)A'*#!

! ! ! !

! ! !!

! ".( ! ! !

! 4'D!-+'$!V#$7A)!

! 4'D!9A+8>H&#!V8+!

! 4'D!H8()$#!1+(&!

!

 
!



!

!
<?!"#$%&'($)*!+,!-./$,+'#$.0!1$%&'($2&!!3!!4&5.')6&#)!+,!1&/$7$+8(!9)82$&(!!3!!:;<= >:;<? !

Beyond Gradu ation: Undergrad  Updates  
!
U+()!P'&>l.E!()82&#)(!+,)&#!,&&/!5'&((8'&2!)+!6.F+'!$#!PA$/+(+5A*!+'!P+/$)$B./!9B$&#B&!

I&B.8(&!)A+(&!6.F+'(!.'&!I&/$&%&2!)+!5'&5!()82&#)(!,+'!.!B.'&&'!$#!l.ED!\+E&%&'0!

WJ)*.7@!N*J5, !2&B$2&2!)+!6.F+'!$#!1l9@!28&!)+!A$(!5.(($+#!,+'!'&/$7$+#!.#2!)A&!E.*!

&65$'&(0!B8/)8'&(!.#2!&%&#!/.E(!E&'&!2&5&#2&#)!+#!$)D!U.F+'$#7!$#!1l9@!7.%&!A$6!

(T$//(!)A.)!E$//!I&!&((&#)$./!,+'!A$(!/.E!(BA++/!F+8'#&*0!.#2!,+'!A$(!/+#7>)&'6!B.'&&'!7+./!

.(!.#!.))+'#&*D!1l9@!B+8'(&(!A&/5&2!A$6!2&%&/+5!'&(&.'BA!(T$//(!)A.)!A&!E$//!B+#)$#8&!

)+!8(&!,+'!)A&!'&()!+,!A$(!B.'&&'0!$#B/82$#7k!A+E!)+!'&.2!.#2!8#2&'().#2!2$,,$B8/)!)&R)(0!

)A$#T!.I+8)!EA.)!A&!'&.2 (!B'$)$B.//*0!.#2!A+E!)+!&R5'&((!A$(!)A+87A)(!$#!&,,&B)$%&!

/.#78.7&D!!L(!.!/.E!()82&#) 0!KI'.A$6! E$//!I&!B+#().#)/*!'&.2$#7!/.E!B.(&(!,'+6!)A&!5.()0!

.#2!)A&!I.BT7'+8#2!$#!1l9@!7$%&(!A$6!.#!.2%.#).7&!$#!8#2&'().#2$#7!(8BA!).(T(D!!

!

L/'&.2*! +#!)A&!8#2&'7'.28.)&!5'&>A&./)A!)'.BT!.(!.!#&8'+(B$&#B&!6.F+'0!?0*;.*!

N52@5)!'&B+7#$_&2!.!7.5!$#!A&'!&28B.)$+#./!&#2&.%+'(!.#2!B'.%&2!.!6+'&!A86.#$()$B!

.55'+.BA!)+!8#2&'().#2$#7!)A&!E+'/2D!QA.)!I&7.#!.(!.!7&#&'./!$#)&'&()!2&%&/+5&2!$#)+!

.!5.(($+#!,+'!6.T$#7!B+##&B)$+#(!I&)E&&#!'&/$7$+#!.#2!5(*BA+/+7*0!5A$/+(+5A*0!

5+/$)$B(0!A$()+'*!.#20!&%&#)8.//*0!6&2$B$#&D!L7.)A. !7'&E!.6._&2!I*!A+E!'&/&%.#)!

'&/$7$+8(!()82$&(!.55&.'&2!)A'+87A+8)!A&'!5'&>6&2!.#2!#&8'+(B$&#B&!B+8'(&(!2&(5$)&!!

!

!

!

(&&6$#7!,8#2.6&#).//*!+55+($#7!$#!#.)8'&D!9A&!,$'6/*!I&/$&%&(!)A. )!A&'!.22$)$+#./!

&R5+(8'&!)+!)A&!(+B$./!(B$&#B&(!A.(!5'&5.'&2!A&'!)+!2&%&/+5!2&&5&'!$#)&'5&'(+#./!

'&/.)$+#(A$5(!E$)A!)A&!2$%&'($)*!+,!5.)$&#)(!(A&!A+5&(!)+!(&'%&!$#!)A&!,8)8'&D!M&*+#2!A&'!

+E#!5&'(+#./!&R5&'$&#B&(0!L7.)A. !)'8/*!I&/$&%&(!)A. )!&%&'*!2$(B$5/$#&!.B'+((!)A&!"-1!

B.658(!B.#!7.$#!(+6&)A$#7!&R)'&6&/*!%./8.I/&!,'+6!I&B+6$#7!$#%+/%&2!E$)A!)A$(!

E+#2&',8/!2&5.')6&#)!.#2!$)(!().,,J !

!

L(!.#! 8#2&'7'.28.)&!L($.#!9)82$&(!6.F+'!()82&#)0!X/+!O*3*0+A*@+ !)++T!(&%&'./!

'&/$7$+#!()82$&(!B+8'(&(D!\&!I&/$&%&(!$)!$(!B'8B$./!,+'!()82&#)(!)+!).T&!.!E$2&!%.'$&)*!+,!

B+8'(&(!.(!$)!E$//!A&/5!)A&6!2$(B+%&'!EA.)! )A&$'!'&./!$#)&'&()(!.'&!,+' !)A&!,8)8'&D!QA&#!

]#8 !E.(!).T$#7! '&/$7$+8(!()82$&(!B+8'(&(0!A&!(5&#)!5/&#)*!+,!)$6&!2+$#7!'&(&.'BA!+#!

(&%&'./!2$,,&'&#)!'&/$7$+#(0!EA$BA!A&/5&2!A$6!'&./$_&!)A.)!A&!E.#)&2!)+!2+!(+6&)A$#7!

'&/.)&2!E$)A!'&/$7$+#!$#!A$(!,8)8'&D!]#8!E$//!I&!.55/*$#7!,+'!7'.2 8.)&!(BA++/!)+!B+#)$#8&!

'&(&.'BA!+#!'&/$7$+#!.(!A&!()'$%&(!)+!I&B+6&!.!'&/$7$+8(!()82$&(!5'+,&((+'D!!!!

!

!

!

 

ÒI truly believe that 

every discipline across 

the UCR campus can 

gain something 

extremely valuable 

from becoming 

involved with this 

wonderful department 

and its staff! Ó 

-! Agatha Tesmer  
Major: Neuroscience  
Minor: Religious Studies  
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1$7A)k!"-1!-A.# B&//+'!4'D!V$6!Q$/B+R!(5&.T$#7!E$)A!4'(D!L6.#2.!l8B$.0!

U$BA.&/!L/&R.#2&'0!.#2!U&/$((.!Q$/B+R!.)!)A&!H.$#!9)82$&(!($7#$#7!&%&#)D!

!
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1$7A)k!"-1!-A.#B&//+'!4'D!
V$6!Q$/B+R!7'&&)(!
.))&#2&&(!.)!)A&!H.$#!
9)82$&(!($7#$#7!&%&#)!+#!
]&I'8.'*!<=0!:;<? D!

!

l&,)k!^'.28.)&!
9)82&#)(!E$)A!4'D!
U8A.6.2!L/$!,+//+E$#7!
A$(!Y9+8)A&.()!L($.#!
K(/.6Z!7'.28.)&!
(&6$#.'D!!
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1$7A)k!"-1! -A.#B&//+'!4'D!V$6!Q$/B+R!E$)A!)A&!H.$#!
9)82$&(!-A.$'!4+#+'(!28'$#7!)A&!&%&#)!!+#!]&I'8.'*!<=0!
:;<?!.)!)A&!"-1!L/86#$!n!i$($)+'(!-&#)&'D !
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l&,)k!1l9@!^'.28.)&!()82&#)! !
-'$()$#.!1+(&))$!+#!.!5.#&/!E$)A!!
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)+!2$(B8((!)A&!#&E/*!'&/&.(&2!!
l&+#.'2!L''$#7)+#! 4$.'$&(D!!
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@+5k!4'D!P.8/!-A.#7!(5&.T$#7!)+!.!7'+85!+,!()82&#)(!28'$#7!
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l&,)k!̂ '.28.)&!9)82&#)(!E$)A!4'D!U8A.6.2!L/$!,+//+E$#7!A$(!
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